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Abstract 

Etnopedagogy plays a role in the values-based education of culture for teaching and 
learning in the context of teaching as a cultural activity and the culture of teaching. 
The values of local wisdom as a source of innovation in the field of culture-based 
education of local communities through social contacts that are educational-
pedagogical to the communicant, namely cognitive (know about something), affective 
(formation attitude), and conative (behavior, act to do something). The process of 
attitude change takes place through three stages: attention, understanding, 
acceptance, the influence of social contact depending on the professionalism of the 
educator, leads to the three processes through communicative learning.The 
transformation of society in the direction of modern society needs to begin with the 
understanding that society as a social system in which structural, cultural, and social 
processes are the factors that cause change of society with the basic view that 
education takes place in society, with community resources, and for society facing an 
era of globalization filled with challenges, competition, and uncertainty, it takes a 
teacher who has a new paradigm, strategy, and learning model that contains the 
content of life skills based on the concept of broad based education, which implements 
Renewal-Train Strategy and Learner Centred Strategy. 
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A. Introduction 

The transformation of society in the direction of modern society 

needs to begin with the understanding that society as a social system in 

which there are structural aspects, cultural, and social processes. Changes 

in society will not occur without structural and cultural changes that are 

influenced by the internal and external factors of society itself. Structural 

aspects include all forms of organizational and institutional arrangements 

of society. Cultural aspects are the factors that cause a change in society, 

which is the change of people's aspirations that can be accelerated by 

engineering structural change. In its development, culture is something 

inherited (transformation) from generation to generation. The process of 

inheritance (transformation) is actually a learning process, which is the 

material of the teaching is the culture and way of inheritance of the 

culture. Culture not only provides an understanding of a person about the 

circumstances surrounding but also includes what the individual 

perceives about the life around. 

Indonesians generally believe that schools are a powerful 

institution in transforming cultures to future generations, despite the fact 

that cultural transformation occurs more often than interaction or social 

contact between students and communities outside of school. 

 

B. Method 

This is a literature study, which review the results of research 

related to education based on ethnopedagogy in maintaining and 

conserving the local wisdom. According to Muhajir (1990: 64), literature 

study is a way to obtain data by conducting library research, such as 

through reading, writing, and citing material related to the manuscript. 

The way to write and cite material from bibliography is called library 

study. Library study is one way of collecting data from non-human 

sources such as reading books, magazines, letters, photos, diaries, and 

seeing social phenomena. 

The purpose of the literature study is to better know in detail and 

provide a framework of thought, especially relevant references derived 
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from theories, to provide a complete picture by using the source or 

literature search to obtain complete information to determine follow-up in 

taking an important step in the scientific activity such as the main books 

and supporting books. 

 
C. Results and Discussion 

1. Direction of Basic View of National Education Based on Ethnopedagogy 

According to Brubacker (in Hatimah, et al., 2007: 3.3), educational 

relates with social change, economic order, politics, and state. Because 

education takes place in society, with community resources, and for society, 

education is required to be able to calculate and be able to anticipate 

simultaneous social, economic, political, and state developments 

simultaneously. In micro, education must also take into account individuality 

or characteristics of differences among individual learners. Thus, the 

reference of thought in the arrangement and development of national 

education system must be able to accommodate various views selectively, so 

there is integrity in the concept. 

First, establish the principle of equality between the education 

sector and other sectors. The existence of the national education system 

should always be interpreted as a necessity to be together with other 

systems in realizing the ideals of society. Secondly, education is a vehicle 

for the empowerment of the nation by prioritizing the creation and 

maintenance of the configuration of components of dynamic influences, 

such as family, school, mass media, and business world. Third, the 

principle of community empowerment with all the social institutions that 

exist in it, especially institutions that are attached to the function of 

educating the next generation of the nation.  

Fourth, the principle of independence in education and equity 

requires individual citizens and collectives to have the ability to compete 

as well as the ability to cooperate. Fifth, in a pluralistic society, a principle 

of tolerance and consensus is required. Education is a vehicle for the 

empowerment of the nation by prioritizing the creation and maintenance 

of the configuration of the components of the source of influence 
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dynamically. Sixth, the principle of educational planning, because human 

beings and society are constantly changing, either experiencing planned 

or unplanned changes, both acceptable and rejected, education is also 

required to respond quickly to the changes that occur and make the right 

effort and normative in accordance with the ideals of society. Education is 

progressive, not resistant to change, but able to control the direction of 

change. Seventh, the principle of reconstructionist. In the conditions of 

society who want to have fundamental change, it means also large-scale 

changes based on big ideas, and then education must also be able to 

produce the products needed by the big changes. Reconstructionists have 

criticized the pragmatic view as an appropriate view for relatively stable 

conditions. The problem-solving approach is more contemporary-

oriented, whereas the reconstruction approach is more future-oriented 

while remaining grounded in the present conditions.  

Eighth, the principle of education-oriented learners. In providing 

educational services, the characteristics of learners who are general or 

specific must be considered. Educational services for children's age groups 

are different for adolescents and adults. The educational approach of 

children in remote areas cannot be equated with urban children. Included 

in this case is the need for a special approach for children of economically 

weak groups, physical abnormalities or mental disorders. Ninth, the 

principle of multicultural education. The national education system 

should understand that the communities it serves are plural. Therefore, 

pluralism needs to be a reference that is not less important with other 

references. Pluralism is an understanding that respects differences and it 

would be better if education could utilize such differences as a source of 

positive and constructive dynamics. Tenth, education with global 

principles. Education must be able to play a role and prepare learners in 

the correlation of global society, that is, at the same time; education has an 

obligation to preserve national character. Although the concept of a 

national scale is replaced by a global society that no longer recognizes the 

boundaries due to advances in information technology, national character 

building remains relevant and even has to be done. 
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Based on that opinion, it can be concluded that development must 

have balance or equality between education sectors with another sector. 

Education as a vehicle for the empowerment of the nation through family, 

school, mass media, and business world, so the principle of accountability in 

education needs to be considered. Independence and equity in education 

require individual citizens and collectives to have the ability to compete as 

well as the ability to cooperate, especially with the pluralistic society must be 

willing to change the paradigm, to make changes and control the direction of 

change in accordance with the development of science and technology. Able 

to produce the products needed for the big changes. 

The national education system must understand that the 

communities served are plural. Pluralism is an understanding that 

respects differences and it would be better if education could utilize the 

difference as a source of positive and constructive dynamics, able to play a 

role and prepare learners in the correlation of the global community, ie to 

preserve national character, even though the concept of national scale 

which is replaced by a global community has no longer recognized the 

boundaries due to advances in information technology, national character 

building remains relevant and even should be done. 

 
2. Learning Approach in Ethnopedagogy-Based Education 

Having a deep understanding about Education through 

Ethnopedagogy, there is the relevance of Law No. 20 of 2003 on National 

Education System related to various components or factors that support, 

they are the factors of learners, educators, environment and facilities, as 

well as parents of students. The educational ethnopedagogy approach is 

more grounded, cultural values are hindered and good cultural values are 

utilized, so local content is not just a mere accessory, but it supports the 

achievement of educational goals. The local content will provide students 

with skills, so students as graduates have the skills to be ready to adapt to 

the environment in which the student is located. 

Ethnopedagogy is a practice of education based on local wisdom 

and is derived from the cultural values of an ethnic and a standard of 
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behavior. Etnopedagogy is the cornerstone of education as it is in line 

with one of the cornerstones of the development philosophy of the 2013 

curriculum: education is rooted in the culture of today's nation and the 

future (Government Regulations No. 69 of 2013). In line with this, 

Alwasilah et al. (2009) views ethnopedagogy as a practice of local 

wisdom-based education in various domains and emphasizes local 

knowledge or wisdom as a source of innovation and skills that can be 

empowered for the welfare of society. The local wisdom is related to how 

knowledge is generated, stored, applied, administered and inherited. 

Etnopedagogy: the Wise Way towards Educational Revitalization, means 

that educational institutions are not only centers for teaching and learning 

but as centers of cultural appreciation and development. The introduction 

of local culture to learners is needed so that they can live their culture and 

themselves. 

Based on Alwasilah's opinion, it can be concluded that 

ethnopedagogy studying about local wisdom can encourage 

developments in the field of science education and research. If school 

science and community science are studied in a more appreciative and 

integrative way, it is hoped to create more harmonious attitudes and 

actions with nature in accordance with the teachings in Hinduism called 

Tri Hita Karana, which are three causes of harmonious relationships. 

Therefore, all elements of science education practitioners are expected to 

realize the role of science in a broad context, not just in schools. For that, 

we need to explore the development of knowledge outside the school to 

be empowered as a cultural capital to improve science education. The 

more public phenomena revealed through the ethnography of education, 

the more challenging the educational process to create positive change in 

society in order to form a new culture for the advancement of science 

education and the welfare of human life. Students as learners are informal 

school for only a few hours, but students are more in the community and 

family environment, so there is a need for a balance between formal 

education, informal and non-formal. Therefore, there is cooperation 
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between tri education center in accordance with the expectations of 

educational leaders, Ki Hajar Dewantoro. 

According to Ki Hajar Dewantoro (in Hatimah, 2007: 1.38-1.39), 

education generally means the effort to promote the growth of character 

(inner strength, character), mind (intellect), and the body of the child. That 

is, education should not be separated, but as a whole to promote the 

perfection of life, namely the life and livelihood of educated children in 

harmony with the world. Students develop in accordance with their 

nature so that the roles of teachers as mentors and people who help direct 

students in accordance with its development. Professional teachers are 

required for unity in their personality not only to master science and how 

to transfer knowledge to learners, but teachers are also an intellectual, 

professional, and a leader. 

Based on Ki Hajar Dewantoro's opinion, it can be concluded that in 

order to improve the quality of education, one of the main factors that 

determine is the teacher. Teachers are at the forefront of creating quality 

human resources because teachers are dealing directly with students 

through the learning process, producing qualified learners, academically, 

skill, and emotional, moral, and spiritual maturity. That is, produce future 

generations ready to live with the challenges of the times. Therefore, it 

takes a teacher who has qualifications, competence, and high dedication in 

carrying out his professional duties. Especially with the implementation of 

the 2013 curriculum that emphasizes the attitude aspects. 

According Kunandar (2011: 41), in facing the era of globalization 

which is full of challenges, competition, and uncertainty, the visionary 

teacher is required and able to manage to learn effectively and 

innovatively. New paradigm shift change of strategy and learning model 

in such a way as to give a pleasant feel for teachers and learners known as 

“quantum learning and quantum teaching”. Quantum learning and 

quantum teaching are essentially developing a model and learning 

strategy that is as effective as possible in a fun and passionate and 

meaningful atmosphere. 
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Perhaps we can comparatively compare past education with the 

present, the atmosphere of the learning environment is often perceived as 

a torturous, boring, less stimulating, and monotonous environment, so 

learners are forced and less enthusiastic. On the other hand, the teachers 

are also in an unpleasant environment and often get caught up in their 

daily routine of completing the administration as a tribal behind a 

professional allowance. Therefore, it is necessary to change the paradigm 

(mindset) of the teacher, from the traditional mindset to the professional 

mindset. Especially with the enactment of Teachers and Lecturers Law 

requires a teacher who is qualified, competent, and certified. 

 
3. Life Skills Development Strategy in Ethnopedagogy Based Education 

Alwasilah et al. (2009) views ethnopedagogy as a practice of local 

wisdom-based education in various domains and emphasizes local 

knowledge or wisdom as a source of innovation and skills that can be 

empowered for the welfare of society. The local wisdom is related to how 

knowledge is generated, stored, applied, managed, and inherited. Therefore, 

contents are required in learning-based etnopedagogy life skills. 

Life skills are an instructional orientation that aims to make every 

learning component follow orientation demands. Educators try to plan, 

organize, implement, and assess the learning outcomes by always oriented to 

life skills, while learners prepare themselves to learn and master life skills in 

order to live independently or capable of optimizing the utilization of 

potential/self and environmental resources. Life skills as a content/learning 

material is not a separate material that adds the number of studies/subjects 

that already exist, but integrated life skills in the subjects that exist. Therefore, 

life skills must be owned by every component of learning, especially educators 

who directly deal with learners through learning by planning the learning 

oriented on the content of life skills. 

 According to Hatimah (2007: 8.23), life skills recognize one of the 

skills processed, the social skills of the core orientation require learners least 
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recognize and understand the community around the learner as well as 

analyze the existing resources for problem-solving bearing these learners or 

other issues of dimension and broad spectrum. Therefore, in order that the 

orientation of life skills really integrate into existing subjects or make subjects 

that are truly life-oriented oriented, it is necessary to approach, strategies, and 

appropriate learning patterns in integrating learning materials with the 

development of life skills which the learners must possess. The loading of life 

skills in every community-oriented learning will always use the principle of 

broad-based education approach. Broad-based education is an approach that 

has the characteristic that education process is sourced from the values of life 

that are widely developed in society, which is a system that has a vision of 

excellence, adheres to the principle impossible to form qualified human 

resources and has advantages, if not start with the establishment a strong 

foundation. Thus, broad-based education means that the educational 

approach should provide a broader, stronger, and more fundamental 

orientation, allowing citizens to have the ability to adapt to the possibilities 

that occur in themselves, whether related to business or work. 

The basis of the concept of broad based education is 1) the 

foundation of philosophy, namely education lasts a lifetime and is done in 

the family, school, and community; 2) socio-cultural foundations, namely 

(a) social and cultural values are explored, nurtured and developed 

through an educational process to strengthen the nation's personality; (b) 

organizing society through education on the basis of universal cultural 

functions with an orientation to a local culture that evolves toward 

national and global culture; (c) the potential revitalization process to raise 

awareness, understanding, and sensitivity of learners to social, economic 

and political developments, so that in time they have the awareness and 

ability to improve their position in the life of the community; 3) the 

psychological basis, namely (1) the educational process is directed to 

optimize the characteristics of a person's potential, thus demanding a 

conducive environment for their learning needs, (2) the human in his life 
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needs relationships with others, thus requiring various values that 

develop wide for the sake of survival. 

Thus, the core of broad-based education, ie quality, quantity, and 

equity of education are equally addressed; empowerment of educational 

institutions, especially teachers and teachers' welfare needs to get 

attention, as well as educational programs tailored to national and local 

needs. Education based on a broad-based education system is the concept 

of education that refers to life skills, whose primary purpose is to 

accommodate the educational needs of the people in order to obtain 

decent work as needed. Formal education is providing basic skills for 

learners who cannot continue to higher education. 

According to Marwah Daud Ibrahim (2003) that based on broad-

based education approach, the development strategy of life skills content in 

learning can be applied 1) Renewal-Train-Review Strategy, and 2) Learner 

Center Strategy. The Renewal-Train-Review Strategy which means 

Contemplation, Coaching or Habitation, and Fighting, means that life-

oriented education needs to be implemented with a strategy of 

contemplating the nature and meaning of life/self, training about how to 

manage life, and success stories of successful figures. Life skills are a 

combination of, 1) Contemplation of the nature and meaning of existence as a 

human being, the perfect being of all creation of God; 2) Training and 

practical habits for managing life and planning for the future to make life 

more meaningful and rewarding; 3) A snapshot of success stories of some 

national figures and world leaders to be a source of inspiration and 

motivation. 

Contemplation is necessary because today we live in an era of 

global information, where the values of religion and cultural values are 

carried out as though without correlation with daily practice. Without 

reflection on value, it is like walking without a map and a compass of 

direction, so it can wobble in the waves of life. Training and habituation 

are important factors for people to acquire our skills and tips in managing 
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life and planning for the future, such as self-knowledge, opportunity 

searching, clear goal setting, life-of-life mapping and process-setting. 

Training and habituation of self-knowledge and the search for 

opportunities is very important because, without skill, human is 

preoccupied with blaming the situation or others, to God himself 

reminding us that we should be determined to change our own destiny, to 

change the mindset to fight for life in the globalization era. Life skill is 

very important to be trained and accustomed to because if life is like a 

boat traveling across the ocean, without setting a destination and 

arranging travel maps, and preparing tools and supplies for completeness 

of travel, we are like bringing our life sailboats in circles to follow waves 

directions without control. Stories of national figures and world leaders 

are expected to provide inspiration and motivation to the next generation 

to find a way to success. 

A Learned Centered strategy characterized in that life skills 

education is organized on the principle that 1) the development of skills 

based on the interests and needs of the individual or target group; 2) 

development of skills related to the characteristics of local potential 

(natural resources and socio-cultural potential); 3) skill development is 

performed in real terms as a basis for the small-scale business sector or 

home industry; 4) skills development based on improving the competence 

of the students' skills to try and work, so it is less theoretical but more 

operative applicative. 

Thus, every living person has certain competencies that need to be 

developed in accordance with the development of age, social status, and 

work, so that the curriculum needs to be designed (education) so that the 

formulation of material that needs to be possessed/controlled learners in 

the intellect. A high quality of education is needed to create an intelligent, 

peaceful, open, democratic and competitive life so as to enhance the 

welfare of all Indonesian citizens. In the context of decentralization and in 

line with the realization of the equity of quality education results, a 
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national curriculum is required that contains general competence of 

graduates who can be accounted for in local, national and global contexts. 

Education is a process in which students will have the knowledge of life, 

attitudes, and life skills in order to live a decent life in the midst of society. 

The process involves the improvement of intellectual, personal, and social 

skills necessary for students so that it is not only useful for themselves and 

their families, but also for the benefit of society. 

 
D. Conclusion 

The transformation of society toward the modern society needs to 

begin with the understanding that society as a social system in which 

structural, cultural, and social processes are the factors that cause a change 

in society. The fundamental point of view of National Education based on 

ethnopedagogy is that education takes place in society, with community 

resources, and for society. Ethnopedagogy is a practice of education based 

on local wisdom and is derived from the cultural values of an ethnic and a 

standard of behavior. Facing the era of globalization that is full of 

challenges, competition, and uncertainty, it takes the visionary teacher 

figure and able to manage the learning effectively and innovatively. New 

paradigm shift, change of strategy and learning model in such a way as to 

give a pleasant feel for teachers and learners is known as “quantum 

learning and quantum teaching”. 

Therefore, in learning-based ethnopedagogy life skills are required 

based on the concept of broad-based education, they are 1) the foundation 

of philosophy; 2) socio-cultural basis; 3) the psychological foundation. 

Thus, the core of broad-based education, namely quality, quantity, and 

equity of education; empowerment of educational institutions, especially 

teachers and teachers' welfare; and educational programs tailored to 

national and local needs. Broad-based education approach, hence life 

skills development strategy in learning can be applied 1) The Renewal-

Train-Review Strategy, and 2) Learner Centered Strategy. So, every living 

person has certain competencies that need to be developed through 
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education. Education is a process in which students will have the 

knowledge of life, attitudes, and life skills in order to live a decent life in 

the midst of society. The process involves the improvement of intellectual, 

personal, and social skills necessary for students so that it is not only 

useful for themselves and their families, but also for the benefit of society. 
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